ACTS – Chapter 9

10/10/10
Wouldn’t you love to know God’s will for your life?

Talk about having 5 year plans – Read from my journal

As we seek to learn more about The Church from this ACTS Series, we will see that YOUR calling is a vital part of that!

The word “church” in greek is “ekklesia” which means “the called-out ones”

There are two callings God places on you: General and specific

Read through Acts 9
An experience with Christ will cause 3 things…

You will CHANGE
· An encounter with Christ will produce a true repentance. 

· Explain repentance. It is not just to turn away – it means walk away. Change directions. 

· If you want to know what direction your life is headed – start by repenting of sin and selfishness. 

· The first calling God places on you is to be a Christian. To repent. A lot of people think that because they read their bible they are being a “good Christian.” You’re SUPPOSED to read your bible! Have you fully turned to God?

You will be CALLED
· When you encounter Jesus – He will place a calling on you. He just may not tell you exactly what it is. Talk about Abraham and how he literally walked step by step. 

· A lot of times we want to know what God’s will is for us in 5 years. We should be asking what is God’s will for me today?

· Are we all called to ministry? Yes.

· I’m afraid that we have invited Jesus on our journey and ask Him to be a part of OUR lives.

· A life with Christ is not a get out of Hell free card. It’s about experiencing the fullness He offers. That is only through living out your calling.

· I can’t find anything in the bible about getting to do whatever we want to do. If you MUST have a secular job it should be for the SOLE purpose of building The Church. 

You will take a CHANCE (Risks)
· Acts 22:10 – “What shall I do?” – One of the riskiest questions in the bible. We often ask God to show us His will for us – but are we asking Him the HARD questions?

· Tell story about how I didn’t want to do ministry – but weight was lifted when I asked God about ministry.

· Paul did not sit back and do nothing while he waited for Jesus to give him the 5 year plan. Don’t use “I’m waiting to figure out God’s plan for my life” as an excuse for inactivity! Take some risks for the Kingdom!

· If you heard Jesus tell you to give up everything and follow Him to a place “He will show you” – would you go?

· It is scarier NOT to take the risk! I would be more scared to depend on myself financially than to trust in God.

· Treadmill example

Tozer Quote 

“And to expose our hearts to truth and consistently refuse or neglect to obey the impulses it arouses is to stymie the motions of life within us and, if persisted in, to grieve the Holy Spirit into silence.”
- A.W. Tozer

Want to know why people did so many things for The Church in Acts? They were in awe of the power of God. I’m afraid we don’t pursue our callings because we haven’t had an encounter of the power of God.

What is the problem with The Church? I believe we have exchanged being on a mission with God for an institution that caters to our comfort. 

The Church didn’t grow because the apostles were really good. It grew because the MEMBERS had an experience with Jesus and The Holy Spirit and that caused them to expand all over the world.
