REVELATION – CHAPTER 17

This is the most difficult chapter in the whole bible! Not the whole bible is confusing!

Where do you think Babylon is?

Rev. 16:19 – God especially remembers Babylon when pouring out His wrath. For the next couple of chapters, God will be talking about this.

Ch. 17 – 2 characters – a woman (prostitute) and a beast

I believe the great prostitute represents false religion throughout the ages – “Man naturally doesn’t love God.” We like to be in control and be our own gods. So, man created a lot of other religions so that we were in control and don’t have to answer to anyone.

Clues:
“Sits on many waters” – representing many people and nations. Just like false religions.
“Committing adultery – God would often say that Israel was “playing harlot” with other gods and were prostitutes when they served other gods
“Kings” – What would he do to keep the people turning against him? He would pay off religious leaders so that they would tell the people he was there because God put him there and not to harm him.
“Kings committed adultery with her” – meaning they would do this to keep their power by keeping relationships with leaders of false religions 
“People of earth were intoxicated”
“Intoxicated” – You drink a little too much and are under the influence of this alcohol and it makes you do things you never would have done. 

Have you ever read the OT and wondered by the people would worship other gods? “They just watched their God split the sea and drop manna! Why would they ever worship baal or build statues? These guys are stupid!

These other religions were fertility cults. You would believe there were times of the year you could have sex with anyone and that was honoring to baal. They would open temples and have orgys because they thought it was pleasing to the god. 
What false religion is all about: re-creating God to what fulfills the desires of your flesh. Ex: I don’t like the fact that Christianity doesn’t like sex without marriage so I’ll worship a god that doesn’t care. Or, I don’t think homosexuality is wrong so I’ll create a new religion that says it isn’t wrong. People then flock to these religions. Not because they read it in the bible, but because they want to follow their own desires. 

“Woman sitting on a scarlet beast”
Scarlet beast – a political system that Satan empowers
Woman – represents false religions that rule over the beast

“Dressed in purple, scarlet and glittering in gold” – Very rich. The kings would often give priests riches and monies. This goes against everything God says. Don’t dress yourself up to put on a show. Sell everything you have. Blessed are the poor.

“Golden cup of abomination” – Looks beautiful on the outside, but on the inside it is filled with abominations. This is the same with false religions. 

THE BIG CLUE:
Verse 5:
Title written on her forehead – Babylon The Great

Where in the bible do we first hear of Babylon? Genesis 11:1-9
People are trying to build a tower – God was so disgusted that people were trying to throw off His power and lift up their own that He scattered them around the earth and confused them.
Later we hear of how the Israelites were referring to Babylonians as enemies of God.
	Saddam said he wanted to revive the Babylonian Empire

“The Mother of prostitutes and false religions”
	False religions form when people refuse to bow down to the God of the Bible
	I knew a guy who was in his 40’s and left his wife for one of his former students who is 19. He married her and got back in ministry. When asked how he could do that he said it’s what God wanted him to do. Do you really think God wanted him to do that? Do you think he got this idea out of the bible?
We build our religion around our desires and not the bible! STOP REJECTING THE TRUE GOD!

“She is drunk with the blood of the saints” – False religions always hate The Truth. This woman gives approval to martyrs defending The Truth being killed.

Verse 18:
This false religion will probably be centered in a city
It could be Babylon itself 
It could be Rome – often known as The Great City. 
Some say the U.S.
Some say Hollywood
Some say the Great prostitute is Brittney Spears

WHAT ARE SOME WAYS WE TRY TO TURN CHRISTIANITY INTO A FALSE RELIGION?

THE GREAT BEAST:

Represents a great governmental or military power. Kings of those kingdoms would call themselves lord and king. Who is Lord? Who is King? When Israel wanted a king, God was disturbed by that and said, “I’m your king.”
Covered with blasphemous names – Political entities taking in the name of lord and king

7 heads
10 horns
Once was, now is not and will come (out of the abyss) – Remember Ch. 13 and the anti-christ? There would be a world ruler who has a wound in his head and the whole world is astonished? This was the same description. He took such a fatal wound and the whole world began to follow them with their lives. I believe that this is the 7th ruler who actually dies. 

Verses 9-10
7 heads – 7 hills/mountains on which the woman sits. They are also 7 kings. 
7 hills could be an illusion to Rome
7 kings – often times kings and kingdoms were interchangeable. At the time, there were 5 world kingdoms that had fallen: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece
One is: Roman Empire
The other is not yet: He is still coming. We don’t know much about this one other than he will come for a little while

Verse 11:
The one who is once was but now is not is an 8th King. How can you be a 7th king and now the 8th? This is the dude that took a wound to the head and has come back.
All of these 7 kingdoms persecuted believers

10 horns – Kings without a kingdom – They will be used to make war with God and they will lose.

“Bring the woman to ruin” 
There was a woman riding a beast who was false religion. 
All of these 7 kingdoms persecuted believers
This beast will attack the woman. Why?
Before they used to need this false religion to get the people to follow them. Now, when the 8th beast comes, they don’t need false religion anymore.

What are you supposed to do with this passage?

God hates the scarlet beast, the great prostitute and everything they stand for. We need to makes sure that we aren’t compromising. 
It’s going to get more and more difficult to live by The Bible. STAY IN THE WORD!

REVELATION – CHAPTER 18
Introduction:
What if you were walking through the airport and you were given the choice of gates 6 or 7. Gate 6 is first class, wonderful service, relaxing, you can sleep if you want, they will bring you any type of food, etc. The only problem is: The plane has no landing gear. In gate 6, it’s going to be coach the whole way, crowded, little leg room, but you will land safely with no problems. Which gate would you take?
There are two roads – and sadly, many people choose the road that is broad and leads to destruction. They don’t care about getting to Heaven – they just want to be happy now. They aren’t even thinking about their destination or if they crash or burn – They just want to be happy now. 
We are ALL on a plane right now. Are you attached to the plane or focused on the final destination?

Revelation 18 is for those who are a little attached to the things of this world.

Over 50% of millionaires do not see themselves as wealthy – USA Today
We think that is disgusting! But what about the people in India that are disgusted by the people in Manassas, VA who have houses! 

Verses 1-5:
Babylon The Great – Is the center for false religion and God destroyed it and hated it!
This side of Babylon The Great is about its economic downfall. This is a place people are getting rich off of. It represents greed.
Remember – Some think it’s around Iraq, U.S., Rome, L.A., etc. 
Don’t get too caught up on where Babylon is – Just know it is a place where demons dwell and it will be destroyed.
Key is Verse 4 – “Come out of her, my people, so you will not share in her sins.”
	This is the voice of God (“My People”)
Remember when God destroyed Sodom and Gomora and he told Lot to get out of that place!
Are we getting out of the way of what money and possessions and false religions could do to us?
TELL TESTIMONY OF WANTING STUFF 
Verse 5
God sees everything – Her sins are piled up to Heaven – Remember Tower of Babel?

Verses 6-8:
Why does God want to pay her back in such a way?
Verse 7 – The crime here was the arrogance that often accompanies having a lot of stuff. Listen to how arrogant this is! – It’s not just having stuff that is sin!

We trust in our safety and security – Think about how you made the decision to study what you’re studying – or think about your long-term and short-term goals – How worldly are they? Make money? Get married? Be successful?
How do people respond when Babylon is destroyed?

Verses 9-10
The kings who got rich off of this place say, “Woe!” – This word was a deep groaning sigh, almost painful. 
If God wants it destroyed it will be destroyed in a second!

Verses 11-13:
Merchants are mourning over all of these great things being destroyed. 
People depended on Babylon The Great for their safety, security and economic well-being.
Bodies & souls of men – Probably means slavery
Verses 14-17:
The people are weeping – over what? They are agonizing over STUFF. Their things are gone and it’s like the end of the world.
Instead of weeping over lost souls we weep over lost cell phones.

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it! Everything you have is from God. Talk about my car and how I got it and kept it. Talk about cell phone being dropped at the metro in Atl. 

God is begging us to get out of this mentality. 

Verse 18-24
God says He is destroying this place. You will never hear anything else being sold, another marriage, another person laughing, because this is the place that persecuted God’s people.

Could you imagine driving past DC and seeing it all level to the ground and completely destroyed? Not even a single person. It is just empty.

Verse 20:
What are they rejoicing over? GOD WINS! – There is a rejoicing over the things of God instead of the things of men.
How much do you rejoice over the things of God compared to the things of men?

How much more would you rejoice if you knew your future was planned, who you would marry, how much money you would make, where you would live, who your friends would be, or are you rejoicing over WHO YOUR CREATOR IS??

Psalm 73:23-28
BABYLON IS WHERE YOU ARE! DON’T WORRY ABOUT ITS GEOGRAPHY! 
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